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The Construction Of Religion Spirit In Shuexian Deities: A discussion
on Shuexian Deities worshipped in Tainan Grand Matsu Temple

Mao, Shao-chou

Abstract

Among the Shuexian Deities worshipped in Tainan Grand Matsu
Temple, besides Da Yu, the others such as Xiang Yu, Shou Wang, Wu
Zi-Xu and Qu Yuan, all died sadly and became losers. The religion spirit
of worship losersis absolutely different from the mainstream thought in
history. In this paper, the development of the in-depth meaning for this
spirit is based on this kind of special worship.

This paper starts with re-collaging the spiritual meaning of our
ancestors worship. In the sight of culture holders, we'll not only try to
solve the religion meanings which are constantly processing for some
deitiesin Tainan Grand Matsu Temple, but also combine the worship of
the Four Dragon Kings in the temple with the discussion, in order to
reorgani ze the historic procedure for Matsu worship and the worship for
other deities. Besides, we'll discuss thoroughly why Shuexian Deities
worship became the management idea for supporting Tainan Sanjao and
the fleet, which successfully managed across the Taiwan Strait for more
than two hundred years. At the end of the paper, we will consider how to
re-organize and build religion spirit while the belief in Shuexian Deities
declines, and how to construct practical values for constant respect in
present social culture.

Key words: Shuexian Deities, the Four Dragon Kings, Tainan Grand

Matsu Temple, Shuei-shian Temple, Tainan Sanjao
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